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Ecclesiastes: What’s It All About
Introduction
Ecclesiastes 1:1 is the title of the book in Hebrew. The Hebrew term for the author is
Qohelet (1:1-2, 12; 7:27; 12:8-10). The precise meaning of this term is unknown since it
is not used elsewhere in the OT. The Septuagint uses the Greek term Ekklesiastes (“one
who calls an assembly”). This title was brought over into English.
I. The Author—The author is called the “son of David” and “king of Jerusalem.” He possessed
wisdom “more than all who were over Jerusalem before me” (1:16). He built great projects (2:46), owned many slaves (2:7), accumulated great herds (2:7), amassed great wealth (2:8), and
gathered a large harem (2:8). He claimed to be greater than anyone before him in Jerusalem. All
these facts point to Solomon as the human author.
II. The Audience—The wise men and teachers in Jerusalem as well as the people of Israel.
III. The Aim—To show from personal experience life is empty and meaningless apart from a
right relationship with God. Earthly attainments when pursued as ends in themselves wind up in
emptiness and dissatisfaction.
IV. The Arrangement

I.
II.
III.

Prologue (1:1-11)
Monologue (1:12—12:8)
Epilogue (12:9-14)

Key Words:

“vanity” (hebel) means mist or vapor 37 times
“under the sun” 29 times (entirely horizontal, earthly perspective on life)

Key Verse: 3:11
V. The Analysis
Proverbs is written to people who want success; Ecclesiastes is written to people who
have success. Job learned the vanity of this world by losing it all; Solomon learned the
vanity of this world by having it all.

VI. The Application
Life without God is meaningless.
Man needs a divine dimension. Satisfaction is found beyond this world.
Judgment is coming.
The key to life is to enjoy life in the Fear of God—to enjoy life with wisdom. This is
“life’s bottom line.”

